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SUBJECT: PHAM VAN DONG REVIEWS STATE OF THE NATION 

1. SUMMARY: PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG IN HIS SEPTEMBER 1 NATIONAL DAY 
SPEECH (SEE PBIS SAIGON 020800 SEPTEMBER 74), EMPHASIZED ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS AND PROGRESS, COMMUNIST SUCCESSES IN THE SOUTH AND HANOI’S 
INTENTION TO KEEP THE LIGHTING WITHIN BOUNDS WHICH DO NOT THREATEN 
THE COMPLETE DISMANTLING OP THE PARIS AGREEMENT. DONG ALSO HINTED 
AT DISUNITY WITHIN THE PARTY. END SUMMARY. 

2. POCUS ON THE ECONOMY. NOTWITHSTANDING HIS REFERENCE TO "IMPORTANT 
ACHIEVEMENTS " ON THE ECONOMIC PRONT, IT WAS CLEAR THAT DONG 

WAS NOT SATISFIED WITH THE NORTH'S PERFORMANCE DURING THE INITIAL 
MONTHS OP THE 1974-75 PLANNING PERIOD. THE CULPRIT, APPARENTLY, 

IS MANAGEMENT. DONG INDICATED SHORTCOMINGS IN THE MARSHALLING 
OP THE NORTH'S OWN RESOURCES AS WELL AS IN THE UTILIZATION OP POREIGN 
AID. HE ALSO SPOKE STRONGLY OP THE NEED TO ERADICATE CORRUPTION 
AND OTHER ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES. 
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3. ON THE AGRICULTURAL FRONT, DONG GLOSSED OVER THE FACT THAT 
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THIS HAS BEEN A DISASTROUS YEAR FOR THE NORTH. FOCUSING ON THE 
FACT THAT 190 COOPERATIVES HAVE PRODUCED OVER FIVE TONS OF 
PADDY PER HECTARE THIS YEAR, DONG CONVENIENTLY EORGOT TO MENTION 
WHAT HAPPENED ON THE REMAINDER OF THE NORTH'S 20,000 CO-OPS. 

4. TYPICAL OF RECENT PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS, DONG CAST ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AS A LONG TERM PROCESS. THIS CONTRASTS WITH HANOTS 
LINE JUST AETER THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT WHEN THE 
LEADERSHIP WAS SEEMINGLY MORE OPTIMISTIC. IN THIS CONTEXT, DONG 
ALSO STRESSED THE SERIOUSNESS OE THE PROBLEMS ARISING FROM THE 
NEAR-DECADE OF WAR, TELLING THE PEOPLE, IN EEFECT, NOT TO EXPECT 
MIRACLES. 

5. SITUATION IN THE SOUTH. DONG'S TREATMENT OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
SOUTH WAS A VIRTUAL REPEAT OF HIS REMARKS ON THE SUBJECT LAST 
YEAR. ACCORDING TO DONG, DESPITE VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT 
BY THE US AND GVN, THE COMMUNISTS' POSITION COULDN'T BE BETTER. 

HE REITERATED HANOI'S DETERMINATION TO STRUGGLE FOR THE "SERIOUS 
IMPLEMENTATION " OF THE AGREEMENT. UNLIKE RECENT MEDIA COMMENTARY, 
DONG DID NOT CALL FOR THE OVERTHROW OF PRESIDENT THIEU. HE DID NOTE, 
HOWEVER, THAT PEOPLE IN GVN AREAS ARE STRUGGLING TO "REGAIN THE RIGHT 
TO MASTERSHIP STEP BY STEP AND IN DIEFERENT FORMS. " THIS PHRASEOLOGY 
ALONG WITH THE VERBAL OBIESANCE TO THE AGREEMENT SUGGESTS THAT 
HANOI DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE A SPEEDY VICTORY IN THE SOUTH. IN SO 
DOING, IT ALSO ARGUES AGAINST ANY DRAMATIC SHIFT IN WAR POLICY. 

IN SUM, DONG SEEMS TO BE PEDDLING THE LINE THAT, BY CONTINUING THE 
PRESENT MIX OF MILITARY, POLITICAL AND DIPLOMATIC ACTION AND 
ABETTED BY ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PRESSURES ON THE GVN, THE 
COMMUNISTS WILL ULTIMATELY WIN. 

6. HINTS OF DISUNITY. DONG CONCLUDED HIS ORATION WITH AN APPEAL TO 
PARTY MEMBERS TO "ACHIEVE UNANIMITY OF VIEWS AND UNITY OF ACTION". 
SIMILAR APPEALS ON THE GENERAL POPULACE ARE STANDARD FARE IN HANOI 
PROPAGANDA, BUT ONLY RARELY ARE THEY DIRECTED SPECIFICALLY AT THE 
PARTY. PERHAPS THE LEADERSHIP ITSLEE WAS DIVIDED 

OVER POLICY OPTIONS DURING RECENT CONCLAVE. (THE 

ABSENCE FROM PUBLIC VIEW OF MOST OF THE POLITBURO DURING JULY AND 

AUGUST IS SUGGESTIVE OF A HIGH-LEVEL GET-TOGETHER.) DONG, THUS 

APPEARS TO BE CALLING ON PARTY MEMBERS TO FORGET PAST DIFEERENCES 

AND TO SUPPORT AND IMPLEMENT WHATEVER NEW LINES WERE ULTIMATELY 
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ADOPTED. 

LEHMANN 
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